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COMPTROLLER GENERAL, OF 'THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20348

B-179714 Decenber 13, 1973

-

;.'

Colonel James 8§, Haught, USAF '
200 Stovall Streeat ‘
Alexandrie, Virginia 22332

l .

Further refercnce is made to your letter of September 6, 1973,
in effect appealing the settlement of our Transportation and Claims
Division dated August 21, 1973, which disallowed your claim for .
reimbursement of the $390,20 cost of your commerclal alr transpors
tation from Karachi, Pskistan, to Frankfurt, Germany, incident to
your circuitous travel from Saigon, Vietnam, to the United States
in JUly 1971,

Dear Colonel Haughty

You state that you were avthorized circuitous travel on your
permanent change of station from Vietnam to the Pentagon, with space
(' required travel f£rom Bangkok, Thailand, to Dhahren, Saudi Arabia,
However you say ycu vere "bumped' from the £light at Karachi, Pakistan,
and not allowed to continued to Dhahran on a space required basis
with the result that you were forced to obtain commarcial aix trans-
portation from ¥arachi to Frankfurt, It is your contention that you
were entitled to space required Government air travel to Dhahran and
as such would have Leen able to continue the flight to Torrejon, Spain,
by Government triunsportation and then to your new station,

Your travel vouchers show that you traveled from Saigon, Vietnam,
to Banglioli, Thailand, to lew Delhi, India, and from there to Kerachi,
Pakistan, by Gove'mment trensportation., From Karachi to Frankfurt,
Gernmany, you used commercial alr transportation at personal cexpause,
From Franlkifurt to McGuire Adlr Force Base, Hew Jersey, you were again
furnished Government transportation, You then traveled by private
automobile to Washington, D,C,

The record indicates that by Special Orders Number 121, Head-
quarters United States Military Assistance Cormand, Vietnem, deted
Hay 1, 1971, you were relieved fyvom assignument to Detachment 11,
AP0 San Francisco 96222, 1131 YSAF Special Activity Squadron and
asgigned to Detushment QCAYL, Headquarters United States Air Porce,
ihe Pentagon, %he above order was amended by Special Orders

- [f\)e'. mbucsement of Trauel Car;{"i]
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Numbar 168, same headquarters, dated June 17, 1971, by which you
were authorized circuitous tvavel to your new station via Thalland;
New Delhi, Indiaj Rarachi, Pakistany Dhahran, Saudi Arabiaj and Spain.

You pubmitted a Military Airlift Cormand Transportation Authorw .
izatiopn (TAN 1ssued on June 29, 1971, -which indlcates that you were
authorized transportation from Bangkok, Thailand, to Dhaohran, Saudi
Arabia, on Flight No, 561, Authority for the travel was given as
Special Orders Humber 121,

Under the provisions of 37 U,5.,Cy 404 and the Joint Travel
Regulations promulgated thereunder, the Government's ohligation
upon pewmancnt change of station is limited to furnishing transpor=
tation to a military member from his old to his new duty station via
the direct or shortest usually traveled route, or to reimbursement
therefor computed on that basicy VWhen travel is performed by a route
other than the divect route, a member s entitled to such travel
at Government expense only to the extent that it does not exceed
the costs that would hava been vocessarily Incurred for travel by
tha direct route to his mew duty station, &7 Comp, Gen, 440 (19068).

‘Altv Force Manual 75-8, paragraph 8-14, in effect at the time
of your trsvel, states that the policy of tha Alr Porce on circuitons:
travel is that personnel returning to the United States may ba providaed
spacae required transportation via a circultous route provided the
total cost over such routing dacs not exceed the charges the Alr Force
would have been required to pay 1f the travel had been pexformed vin
the routes and modes prescribed in attachment L (the normal routing),
Wihen the cost of .the complete travel over tho clrcuitous route eiceeds
the cost via the direct routa,; space required travel may be provided
only frem the point on the clrxcultous route at vhich the cost is nct
in excess of the direct route, Attachment 1 in effect at the tiwme of
your travel provides that Travis Alr Force Hase would be the point of
debarkation from Saigon, Vietnam,

Section. JII of an information brochurc published by Headquerters
United States Militsry Assistence Command, Vietnem, entitled ''Gircuitou
Routing Via lLambassy Plisht 561", which you have indicated was in
effect ot the time of your travel, statess

"a, Space requirad transportation is authorized
from Saicon to a point enroute for which tho cost of
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tranuportation would he equal to that for the nomal
route from Saipgon to Travis APFB, This point ia nor-
mally Karachi, Pakistan, Space available transpor= -
tation is then authorized to a European port of
emberketion (Rota, Spainj Torrvejon, Spaing Rhein
Main, Germany} Mildenhall, Bngland; or Prastwick,
Englend) aud space requived transportation is
authorized from one of these points to CUNUS,

"bs Space available transpnrtation via military
airlift command or theater aircraft is authorized flor
any portion of travel which is not space required, All
travel time in excess of constructive travel time is
‘chargeable as leava, The normal direct route of travel -
" to CONUS is from Saigon to Travis AFB and the authorized
travel time is one day. Consequently, one day of travel
‘48 authorized for circuitous touting.

“e. " The -availability of space nvailnble travel
from Karachi, Raltistan to & Buropean port of embarﬁation
varies, Sufiicient funds nmusc be availeble to defrpy the
cost of commeréial travel, The cost of a commerciul air~
line €icket from Kavachi, Pakistan to Frank{urt, Germany
is approximately $375,00,"

It would thus appear that you were properly in a space reguired
status chly to Rarachi, Pakistan, and that your status from tharcun
vag on a space available basis, As such you were subject to being
"humped' from the £light by space required pessengers end it appeaxs
that this is vhat occurred., Thus, ag indicsted by the brochure, and
in accordance with applicable regulatlomns, you received all the
(space required) Goveramant transportation to vwhich you were entitled
at Government expense vhen you were transported to Karachi,

You point out that your MTA reflected travel from Dangkok,
Thniland, to Dhahran, Saudi Arabia and mot from Saigon to Dhahrani
You also state that you made your own way to Bengkok which your HTA
designated as your port of embarkation, Travel vouchers dated
August 17, 1971, and Mn, 11, 1972, hoth cigned by you, Show that
you traveled from Saigon to Bangkok by Government plames Thus
you were in fact furnished Govermwent trancportation from Saigon :to
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Karachi, Also, your orders indicate that you would depart from
Vietnam and travel via Thailand, Consequantly it appcars that,

in fact, your port of embarkation was Saigon ané not Bangkok, and,
thevefove, you were entitled to space wequired transpovtation to
Knrachl, and not to Dhahran,

Accordingly, since you were furnished all the Government trens-
portation to which you were entitled under the regulations and in
accordence with the above quoted brochure, incident to your permanent
change of station from Vietnanm to the United States the prior dise
allowance of your claim is sustained.

Sincerely yours,

Paul G, Dembling

For the Comptroller General
of the United States
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